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The Daily News 
DURBAN, TUESDAY, MAY 22, 1990 ' 


Virgin Birth omitted 
by Church of Scotland 


LONDON: Direct reference to the Virgin Birth bas been 
omitted from the Church of Scotland’s new publication, 
A Statement of Faith, to “avoid potential division among 
the church’s members”. 

The Rev David Beckett, secretary of the special 
working party that produced the publication, said the 
omission would move the Church of Scotiand away from 
traditional Anglo-Catholic theology and towards the 
more liberal faction of the Church of England cham- 
pioned by the Bishop of Durham, David Jenkins. 

The new document was debated by the Church of 
Scotland’s annual General Assembly in Edinburgh. De- 
signed to express the Westminster Confession, written in 
the 1640s, in a more up-to-date language, the church's 
Panel on Doctrine also took the opportunity to taitor the 
text on the Virgin Birth. 

Said Mr Beckett: “We wanted to come up with 
& Statement that was inclusive rather than divisive. One 
that would be welcomed by the whole church, aot just 
those who accept the Virgin Birth as a historical fact, 
but also by those who regard itas mainly pictorial theol- 

Leading churchmen claim the Westminster Confession 
has not been replaced, merely summarised and updated. 
~~ Foreign service 
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